
 

 

 
Nisga̱’a Lisims Government and Indigenous Tourism BC Embark on Partnership to Support the 

Advancement of an Exciting Indigenous Tourism Destination 
 

  
June 18, 2018 – Gitlaxṯ’aamiks, British Columbia  
 
Last week, in the Nisga’a Village of Gitlaxṯ’aamiks, Eva Clayton, President of the Nisga’a Lisims Government 
(NLG) and Tracy Eyssens, CEO of Indigenous Tourism BC (ITBC), announced the signing of a Statement of 
Collaboration that outlines the intention of the NLG and ITBC to collaborate on initiatives that support the 
development of Indigenous tourism experiences in the Nass Valley and the four Nisga’a Villages of Gingo̱lx, 
Laxg̱a̱lts’ap Gitwinksihlkw and Gitlaxṯ’aamkis while recognizing the Nisga̱’a Nation’s shared interest and 
values.  
 
This unique agreement will allow NLG and ITBC to collaborate on:  

1. Building strong market-ready tourism businesses that deliver world-class cultural 
experiences to the visitors visiting the Nass Valley. 

2. Developing the Nisga’a communities as a nationally and internationally renowned 
Indigenous tourism destination.   

 
This Statement of Collaboration carves a path for ITBC and the development of many more collaboration 
agreements to be developed with a number of First Nations throughout British Columbia. 
 
Quick Facts: 

• In 2016, there were an estimated 401 Indigenous tourism related businesses operating in BC 
generating $705 million in direct gross domestic output and creating 7,400 direct full-time jobs 
for Indigenous and non-Indigenous residents in BC through tourism activities. 

• Tourism is a growing industry and will continue to grow as 1 in 3 visitors coming to British 
Columbia are seeking out an authentic Indigenous experience.  

• The tourism industry is a leading force in British Columbia with approximately 21 million 
overnight visitors, contributing $17 billion in revenue annually to the provincial economy. 

 
A Message from the Nisga’a Lisims Government 
 
“I am very delighted to sign this Statement of Collaboration with Indigenous Tourism BC (“ITBC”) on behalf 
of the Nisg̱a’a Nation.  The Nisg̱a’a Nation’s collaboration with ITBC will foster the advancement of a 
competitive, sustainable and socially conscious tourism industry on Nisg̱a’a Lands.  In doing so we will 
provide a world class tourism experience for visitors the world over while ensuring we promote the 
understanding and respect for our rich culture & history and also advancing the economic prosperity for all 
Nisg̱a’a businesses and entrepreneurs in the tourism sector in the beautiful Nass Valley.” 
Eva Clayton, President of the Nisg̱a’a Nation 
  
 
 
 



 

A Message from Indigenous Tourism BC 
 
“We are excited to sign this Statement of Collaboration with the Nisga’a Nation. These agreements will 
allow us to collaborate and deliver impactful tactics that will have meaningful, tangible results for the four 
Nisga'a Villages of Ging̱olx, Laxg̱̱alts’ap Gitwinksihlkw and Gitlaxṯ’aamkis It will also allow us to advance a 
competitive, sustainable and socially conscious Indigenous tourism industry while contributing to the 
cultural understanding and economic prosperity of the Nisg̱a’a people.” 

Tracy Eyssens, CEO of Indigenous Tourism BC 
 
 

About Nisga’a Lisims Government 
In 2000, the landmark Nisga'a Final Agreement came into effect, heralding a new relationship between 
Canada and its Aboriginal First Nations. The treaty recognizes Nisga'a Lands and the Nisga'a people's right 
of self-government. Built on our traditional culture, Nisga'a Lisims Government is the modern, 
democratically-elected government of the Nisga'a Nation.  
 
The Nisga'a Final Agreement provides certainty with respect to the Nisga'a people's right of self-
determination and includes self-government provisions. Nisga'a government has the ability to pass laws 
on a broad range of matters. At the same time, Nisga'a jurisdiction over lawmaking authority is 
concurrent with federal or provincial authority. 
 
Nisga'a government is comprised of Nisga'a Lisims Government (NLG) and the four Nisga'a Village 
Governments. It is designed to assure democracy, transparency, and accountability. The President, 
Chairperson, Secretary-Treasurer, and Chairperson of the Council of Elders are elected at-large by Nisga'a 
citizens. www.nisgaanation.ca  
 
About Indigenous Tourism BC 
Indigenous Tourism BC is a non-profit, Stakeholder-based organization that is committed to growing and 
promoting a sustainable, culturally rich Indigenous tourism industry. Through training, information 
resources, networking opportunities and co-operative marketing programs, Indigenous Tourism BC is a 
one-stop resource for Indigenous entrepreneurs and communities in British Columbia who are operating 
or looking to start a tourism business. Indigenous Tourism BC works closely with tourism, business, 
education and government organizations to help BC’s Indigenous tourism businesses offer quality 
experiences and actively promotes these experiences to visitors and local residents. 
www.IndigenousBC.com.  
 
      

Media Contacts:  

Indigenous Tourism BC  
 
Tiffany Soper 
Avenue PR – representing ITBC 
 
T: 604.783.0013 
E: Tiffany@avenuepr.ca 
W: IndigenousBC.com 

Nisga’a Lisims Government 
 
Bobby Clark, Director of 
Communications 
 
T: 250 633 3022 
E: bobbyc@nisgaa.net 
W: nisgaanation.ca  
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